President, in the chair. Dr Gunja." At the Hemp Drug Commission witnesses were asked to give their opinion on the possibility of Gunja acting as a factor in the production of insanity. The reports of the Asylum were replete with information on the subject, and they could not venture to give any decided opinion in this most important point. I have seen a few cases of insanity amongRt the Gunja smokers, but I am sorry I could not satisfactorily link the two things together. In one case there was satisfactory evidence of insanity coming on after Gunja smoking ; but taking a careful history of the case, it was discovered that the patient, who is now a little near 40, had once suffered from a similar attack when he was at school. Similarly, in other cases the history of syphilis in the presence of some other nervous disorder pr ecludes the possibility of giving a definite opinion on the subject.
Unless we are able to discover the special changes which occur in the substance of the brain of a Gunja smoker, we must take the report of the Asylum with great caution.
Gentlemen, as I cannot dismiss the subject abruptly, I would rather reserve its discussion for a future meeting and try to bring a supplementary paper.
Having said so far about the social use of the drug, I would beg leave to mention one or two points regarding its religious use.
On the last day of the Doorga Pooja it becomes incumbent on the owner of every Hindu family to receive his friends and relatives with a cup of beverage prepared from Sidhee.
_
The cup is joyfully received by the guests, who either drink the whole quantity or merely touch it by the lips and allow the cup to pass round.
Modern civilization lias not been ab'.e to obliterate the custom, and there is reason to believe that it will never be obliterated. 
